
Vision Is Priceless was founded in 1996 to provide access to quality vision healthcare for children and adults in
need. Too many children and adults—who lacked the financial resources or insurance—were going without vision
healthcare, negatively impacting their ability to succeed in school, work, and other aspects of life. Thanks to your
support, we are able to continue to fill this void in our community by providing free vision screenings, eye exams,
surgeries, and glasses for those in need.

We began our 2019-2020 fiscal year with incredible momentum. Over the past three years, 
we have experienced a 15% growth in children’s vision screenings, 34% increase in adult 
vision screenings, 173% increase in eye exams provided, 109% increase in the number of 
specialty exams, 170% increase in surgeries, 145% growth in reading glasses disbursed, 
and 184% growth in prescription glasses distributed. Simply put, thanks to your support 
our team is helping more children and adults receive quality vision care— 
providing an opportunity to improve their lives. 

We also expanded our Sight in Schools program and are now bringing 
comprehensive eye exams right to youth in need while at school. By providing 
eye exams in Title I schools, in a classroom during school hours, we are 
removing barriers that prevent so many children from receiving the vision 
care they need. Since July 2019, we have provided eye exams to 161 
students in need at local schools including Westside High School, Ed White 
High School, Timucuan Elementary, and Cedar Hills Elementary, and through 
community programs such as PACE Center for Girls and YMCA.

And despite a temporary program pause in the Spring of 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we remain dedicated
to assessing, sustaining, and improving the visual health of children and adults in Northeast Florida. We know, that
despite the current state of affairs, the need for our sight-saving services has not changed and is actually growing.
We are committed to ensuring that adults and children in need continue to have access to needed vision care so
that they are able to return back to work, retain their mobility and independence, and are successful at learning
whether at school or virtually. This is all made possible by your support!

Gratefully, 

Executive Director
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Tangela has been a retail assistant manager for
several years. She started having a hard time
seeing specific things at her job like numbers on
registers, receipts, work schedules, and product
labels. Since she couldn’t do her job effectively due
to her vision issues, Tangela was asked to stop
coming in until she was able to see clearly again. 

With her livelihood at stake, Tangela immediately
reached out to friends and family to figure out
how she could get an eye exam when she didn’t
have insurance. Tangela was told by a friend
about Vision Is Priceless. She attended one of our
free public vision screenings. After failing the
vision screening, Tangela received a free eye
exam by one of our volunteer partner doctors
and was given a pair of prescription glasses. 

Tangela’s new glasses give her the ability to not
only see clearly, but to also work again to provide
for her family.

Everyone deserves high-quality healthcare, including vital
vision care. Approximately 167,000 individuals on the First
Coast are uninsured and around 1 in 7 live in poverty.
Vision Is Priceless provides access to quality vision care by
offering free vision screenings and exams, specialty care,
and glasses for uninsured and underserved children and
adults living in Duval, Baker, Clay, Nassau, and St. John’s
counties. Within the last year, through our network of
volunteer partner doctors, we provided 1,621 eye exams,
231 speciality exams, 61 surgeries, 1,086 reading glasses
and 1,369 prescription glasses. We are the only nonprofit
in Northeast Florida providing this service to our
community's underserved population. 

Simply having healthy eyes cannot make a child or adult
succeed in life. However, the gift of clear sight can be a
powerful tool that helps eliminate significant barriers
keeping children from excelling in school or adults from
improving their life outcomes. Something as simple as a
new pair of glasses can dramatically improve an
individual's quality of life by making it possible for them to
return to work, finish their education, drive a car, read food
labels, and exercise—improving their independence and
overall well-being. The difference between uncorrected and
corrected vision is the difference in merely surviving and
truly thriving. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our entire world. And
just like others from all over the country and the world,
many individuals in Northeast Florida have lost their jobs
and health insurance as a result of the pandemic. We are
dedicated to being here for our community to provide
needed vision care. We know that the need for our sight-
saving services has not changed, and is in fact growing.
We are on a mission to make sure a treatable vision
problem does not rob any one of the opportunity to obtain
employment, to learn (whether at school or virtually), or to
continue to be able to provide for their family. 
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Meeting Vital Vision Needs During 
Uncertain Times

Started singingand playingmusic againafter receivinghis glasses! 

Timothy

MeetTangela

Improving Access to Vision Care for
the Uninsured and Underserved

Improving Vision Health, Productivity,
Mobility, and Quality of Life

New vehicle
to transport
mobile exam
equipment!

Extra safety
measures in
place due to
COVID-19.  



Super excited
she can read
easier now
thanks to her
new glasses.

Allanna

Sight in Sch     ls 

Meet
Annmarie

Annmarie received a vision screening when we
visited her VPK class. Our screeners detected
that she may have Strabismus, a condition in
which both eyes do not look at the same place
at the same time. If Strabismus is present
during a large part of childhood, it may result in
amblyopia (commonly known as lazy eye) or
loss of depth perception. The good news is, if
detected and treated early, Strabismus can
often be corrected with excellent results!

We provided a referral to Annmarie's family.
They immediately took her to see an
Optometrist, where it was confirmed that she
did indeed have Strabismus. Annmarie was
prescribed glasses, which is the first step (and
possibly the only step) needed for treatment.

Now a VPK graduate, Annmarie will be rockin'
her pink glasses when she starts Kindergarten
in the Fall!

One out of every four children struggle with reading and
learning because of undiagnosed vision problems. And
roughly 24% of adolescents in the US with correctable
vision issues do not have sufficient access to vision care.
Undetected and untreated vision issues in youth can cause
poor attention span, difficulty studying, trouble taking tests,
poor grades, and negative behavior such as acting out and
anger—all of which can cause poor academic outcomes.
With children already having many struggles to overcome
to be successful in school, we are dedicated to making
sure a treatable vision problem is not one of them.

We also know that vision loss that adversely impacts
academic achievement disproportionately affects minority
and low income youth. To help close this gap and reduce
health disparities in our community, we have expanded our
Sight in Schools program to provide vital vision care to our
community's most vulnerable youth. We partnered with
Duval County Public Schools and United Way's Full Service
Schools to identify students within Title I schools with the
greatest need for free eye exams and prescription glass. 

Thanks to our new mobile exam equipment and our
incredible network of volunteer partner eye care
professionals, we are able to visit local Title I schools and
community programs to provide eye exams and fit the
students for prescription glasses during school/program 
hours. By providing eye exams during the school and
program day and on campus, we reduce many family
factors that are barriers to care such as lack of insurance,
financial means, and transportation.

Vision impacts nearly every aspect of an individual's life—
from learning, confidence, and social interaction to
mobility, productivity, and overall health and well-being.
Vision loss robs people of their quality of life. The good
news is, early detection and treatment can often stop
vision loss in its tracks. That’s why we provide vision
screenings for thousands of children and adults in
Northeast Florida annually. Within the last year, we
provided vision screenings to 36,334 children and 3,146
adults at preschools, independent and charter schools,
partner nonprofits, and community health clinics. 

Breaking Down Barriers that Affect 
Learning for Youth

Prevention and Early Detection of
Vision Problems

Eye exams 161
Since July 2019:

128 Glassesfor students in need.
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