
VISION MATTERS FALL 2018

Mark your calendars and make plans to join us for the 2nd 
Annual Vision Is Priceless Strides for Sight Awareness Walk 
presented by Florida Eye Specialists. This year’s event will be 
held on Saturday, December 1 at Riverside Park in Historic Five 
Points. Check-in begins at 8 a.m. and the walk starts at 9 a.m. 

Participants will walk along a two-mile paved and shaded path. 
The event will include kid-friendly music, face painting, hula 
hoop contests, a fenced in playground and a supply of snacks 
and water. This event is fun 
for the whole family, including 
your dog. There is an on-site 
dog park and we will have  

water stations for your pet along the walk route. 

Thanks to the financial support of Florida Eye Specialists and other 
generous sponsors, this event is completely free to participants! The 
money raised through this event helps support the 44,000 free vision 
screenings we provide annually to children and adults on the First 
Coast. 

Last year, more than 200 people walked with us to raise awareness for vision health in our community. 
Sponsors and individuals also raised over $27,000 for Vision Is Priceless programs and services. We are 
grateful to the community for the incredible support. Please register to walk with us at 
www.stridesforsight.com. 
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The Hurleys do not have insurance, and because their income is limited, they qualified for free 
eyes exams through our program. 

Vision Is Priceless provided free vision screenings for children 
attending Living Waters Preschool. Sawyer, age 3, was one 
of the children screened. Our screening instrument detected 
signs of Amblyopia, an eye disease that if untreated can lead 
to blindness. Results from the screening were provided to 
Sawyer’s family. Vision Is Priceless’ Medical Director, Dr. Dawn 
Duss, provided a pediatric ophthalmic exam. She worked with 
Sawyer’s family for nearly a year to correct his vision health. 
We are excited to announce that Sawyer’s eye has corrected 
and he is now on to wearing his “big boy” glasses. 

“After less than a year in a full-time patch we’ve given this 
child back 20/20 vision, from an eye that wasn’t working at all! 
To say I am grateful for Vision Is Priceless and Pediatric Eye 
Consultants of North Florida - Dawn N. Duss, MD (and to Living Waters Preschool for offering 
VIP) for early and aggressive intervention is an understatement! I cannot recommend Dr. Dawn 
enough,” Sawyer’s Mom Jenn Hopkins said. 

Vision Is Priceless partners with over 100 nonprofits in 
Northeast Florida to provide vision care for people in 
need. Eliminating eye problems is important for people 
working to change their life circumstances and striving 
to break the cycle of poverty. 

One of our partners is Barnabas Center, an organization 
connecting Nassau County individuals and families to 
services that will help them overcome a crisis. Amanda, 
28, and Shawn, 35, live in Callahan and are clients of 
Barnabas Center where they receive medical services, 
food assistance and free vision screenings. Both failed 
the screening and were referred to us for eye exams.  

On August 21, 2018, our volunteer doctor and Board of Director, Dr. Susan Monahan, provided 
ten Barnabas clients with free comprehensive eye exams, including Amanda and Shawn. To 
eliminate transportation barriers, Dr. Monahan provided eye exams on-board the St. Vincent’s 
Mobile Health Outreach Vision Unit. The 45-foot bus was parked in the Barnabas parking 
lot, so that clients had easy access to see the eye doctor. We are fortunate to partner with St. 
Vincent’s and THE PLAYERS to provide vision care on the mobile unit. We are also grateful to 
Baptist Health for providing funding, so we can travel to the outlying counties and provide free 
vision care services. 

Dr. Monahan provided bifocal prescriptions for both Amanda and Shawn. As a convenience to 
our clients, Vision Is Priceless fits clients for glasses at vision clinics. Because of a partnership 
with Essilor Vision Foundation, we have many low-cost, stylish frames to choose from. Both 
Shawn and Amanda work so they appreciated being able to pick-out glasses at the clinic. 
Shawn mentioned his new glasses will help him drive, better see the computer and paperwork 
at his job. Due to her vision issues, Amanda has been unable to pass the vision portion of 
her driving exam. She is optimistic her glasses will improve her chances of getting a driver’s 
license, which will increase her independence.

We are grateful to our many collaborators and partners who make it possible for Vision Is 
Priceless to help improve the eye sight of people in our community, like the Hurleys. 



thank you western supporters!
Thank you to the sponsors, doctors, volunteers, donors, family, and friends that came out on Saturday, April 21 
to support the 35th Annual BBQ & Western. Thanks to our presenting sponsors, Miller Electric and W.W. Gay, 
and your generous donations, Vision Is Priceless raised over $96,000 to support our sight-saving services that 
serve 44,000 children and adults in Northeast Florida. It was a night filled with upbeat country music provided 
by DJ Jim West of West Productions, fun line dancing lessons led by Mr. Ivan Garcia from the Mustang Lounge 
in Middleburg, and great BBQ provided by our team of volunteer cooks. 

save the date

march 30, 2019
Please make plans to join us Saturday, March 30, 2019 for the 36th Annual Vision Is Priceless BBQ & Western 
at the Jacksonville Fairgrounds. Individual tickets are $75 with open bar or $50 without. We have sponsorship 
opportunities that range from $250-$5,000. For more information, contact Jami Bueker at 904-308-2020 
or jami@visionispriceless.org. 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 2018 EVENT SPONSORS!

Mr. and Mrs. 
Buck Autrey

Mrs. C. Herman 
Terry



 

Fact Sheet 2018 
 

Our mission is to serve as the premier community resource for improving the vision health of  
First Coast children and adults through screening, referral, and education. 

Vision Is Priceless was founded in 1996 to provide outreach vision services, including vision screenings, eye 
exams, and education for the community. Our programs are unduplicated in Northeast Florida, serving Baker, 
Clay, Duval, Nassau, and St. Johns Counties.  Funding for the organization primarily comes through private 
donations, grants, and fundraising events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Adult Program 

▪ Annually screens over 
4,000 adults. 
 

▪ Provides free vision 
screenings at social 
service agencies, 
medical clinics, and 
community health fairs. 

 

▪ Distributes more than 
1,600 pairs of free 
reading glasses each 
year. 

 
 

 

 

Vision Care 

▪ Provides access to vision 
care for underinsured and 
underserved individuals. 
 

▪ Over 60 vision 
professionals donate their 
services each year. 
 

▪ Last year, we provided 
1,200 eye exams, 1,093 
prescription glasses, and 
267 specialty care 
services for those in need. 

 

Children’s Program 

▪ Annually screens more 
than 40,000 children  
3 – 18 years old. 

 

▪ Travels to nearly 500 
schools and child care 
centers each year.  

 

▪ Screens for early 
detection of vision 
issues, such as signs 
of eye diseases like 
amblyopia.  

 
. 

 

 

Did You Know?  
• Based on health studies in Northeast Florida, the most delayed health exam is an eye exam. 
• Studies confirm that 80% of knowledge and experience are acquired through visual applications. 
• About 50% of all cases of blindness are preventable. 
• One in four children has a vision issue significant enough to affect learning. 
• Vision Is Priceless is the only organization providing these free, sight saving services in Northeast 

Florida. 
If you would like to donate to support our programs, visit VisionIsPriceless.org  

Thank you for your generosity! 



UNITED WAY OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA 

A longtime supporter of the Vision Is Priceless Council is Jacksonville’s Eye 
Research Foundation. Now headed by prominent ophthalmologist W.J. “Jerry” 
Knauer III, the Foundation has been a presence in vision care for almost 50 - 
years. “We have a long and productive history,” says Dr. Knauer, a member of 
the VIP Council’s “Visionaries,” which honors longtime leaders. “We feel we have 
made an impact in this community.” 

The Foundation was established in 1969 by Knauer’s father, Jacksonville 
ophthalmologist W.J. Knauer Jr., and two prominent Jacksonville citizens 
who were patients of his: Dr. Frances Kinne, then president of Jacksonville 
University, and W. Ashley Verlander, then chief executive of the American 
Heritage Life Insurance Company. 

EYE RESEARCH FOUNDATION  

We are grateful for United Way’s support of our mission. United Way trusts that we 
will continue to have a positive impact on children and adults in our community. 
The current grant is a 2-year commitment to support our adult vision care services 
and programs. Vision Is Priceless joins a prestigious group of more than 50 United 
Way partners, all working together to provide programs and services that create 
long-term change for individuals in Northeast Florida. 

We are honored to be a new United Way of Northeast Florida partner. In January 
2018, Vision Is Priceless was selected through a competitive grant process to receive 
funding from United Way of Northeast Florida through their basic needs program. 
United Way’s mission is to solve our community’s toughest challenges by connecting 
people, resources and ideas. They fight for the health, youth success and financial 
stability of every person in Northeast Florida. They do this by ensuring basic needs 
are met for all throughout the region. 

The initial goals were to develop a facility that would provide research, education and treatment. At the time, 
these were feasible goals, but it became apparent that research was best handled through the established 
educational system. The Foundation filled a community treatment need 10-years ago with the founding of the 
Low Vision Center, bringing low vision specialists to the area to work with those whose vision can no longer be 
improved by traditional care. The Center is now part of the Brooks Rehabilitation network. 

The Foundation has worked closely with the Vision Is Priceless Council over the years, starting back when VIP 
was part of the Prevent Blindness network. It provided funding when local volunteers decided the best path was 
to start a local vision organization, which became Vision Is Priceless. “Supporting VIP in every way is good for 
the community,” said Knauer. “It’s a wonderful organization that has grown every year thanks to its dedicated 
volunteers and staff.” 

Annually, the Eye Research Foundation organizes a privately funded day-long 
continuing education seminar for ophthalmic technicians and others in the vision 
field. Fred Seely, one of the first members of Vision Is Priceless Board of Directors, 
organizes the event on behalf of the Foundation. Fred recruits local doctors and 
eye care professionals to provide educational presentations to help area technicians 
achieve continuing education credits needed to remain accredited. By hosting the 
low-cost seminar in Jacksonville, technicians can avoid the costs of travel and fees 
at other expensive seminars. 

Saturday, August 25, the Foundation hosted 130 technicians for an 8-hour seminar. Vision Is Priceless’ Executive 
Director, Jami Bueker, started off the seminar with an hour-long presentation about all of VIP’s efforts to improve 
the vision health of children and adults in Northeast Florida. Dr. Jeffrey Levenson, Vision Is Priceless Board of 
Director and owner of Levenson Eye Associations, also presented to the group. Dr. Levenson discussed efforts 
being made locally and throughout the world to restore vision through cataract surgeries. 

W.J. “Jerry” Knauer III

(L-R) Jami Bueker, Fred Seely 



Vision Is Priceless
3 Shircliff Way, Suite 546
Jacksonville, FL 32204
904-308-2020
info@visionispriceless.org

A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION OF VISION IS PRICELESS, INC. (CH7459) MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA (800) 435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE OF FLORIDA.

CONNECT WITH US!

@VIP_NEFL www.linkedin.com/company/vision-is-priceless-council

www.facebook.com/VisionIsPriceless @VIP_NEFL www.visionispriceless.org

2017-18 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
VIP Revenues from Contributions
from July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

VIP Functional Expenses
from July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018
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